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Sumnary of facts:

Cause:

BUREAU OF SAFLTY

REPORT 1I0. 1957

Cleveland, Cincinnrati, Chicago & St., Louils
December 23, 1934
Paget, Ohio

Side collision

3 employces ltilled; 32 persons injured
Ingincman apparently expericnced temporary
lapse from consclousness inwediately prior
to accideat.

failure of engineman proncrly to observe
and obey shtop incdication of a combination
train-order and nmanual-block signal at

junction ol two main lines,
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INTERSTATE COIIIERCE COMLITSSION .

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR CF THE BURuAU 0T SAFETY CONCLIRIING
AN ACCIDENT ON THL CLEVELAND, CINCINNATI, CHICAGO &

ST. LOUIS RATLWAY AT PAGLT, ULIU ON DECEMEER 23, 1934.

February 6, 1935,

To the Commission:

On Dccember 23, 1934, there was a side collision between
two passenger trains on the €leveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St.
Louis Railway at Parcet, Ohio, which rcsulted in the death of 3
employces, and the injury of 29 passcngers and 3 cmployees, This
accident was investigoted In coanjunction with the Publiic Ubilities
Commission of Ohlo,

Location and rethod of opcraution

Jyart of the Chio Division
Ohio, a distancc of
9 milces cast of

.
‘¢ arc

This accident occurrcd on tbat

[

.

xtending between Colurmbus and Clcove
8 miles, L station Lnown as Jsoncs
T avrmalias e N TN v

umous, and betwcen Joncs and 18{:

s; onec ecxtends northward and p
™m

+he tadld main 1inoite +ha ~-
e LG [lainl +11nc™y TIAC Ouvin

ct and 1s known as thc "cut
r ry are opcrated by time table
b100h signal system, The accicent occar” A onDooch the
tower at Paget, at the fouling ncint of the junctlon switch, where
the main tracks of the cld mein line and the cut-off converge;
approaching this voint on the o0ld main llne the truck is tangent
for morc than 2 milcs, followed by a 3° curve %o the left, 1,200
feect in length vhich {nds at tho junction switch, Approaching on
the cut-off the tracik is ftangent for over 20 milcs and then thore
is a 0% 30' curve to the right, 6,074 fect in length, followved

by more than 13 nmilecs of tangent, thce eccidcnt occurecing on this
last mcentioned lLangent at o point about 300 feet east of its
""" chln: the noint of accident the grade fo

311

western ond., n.,)yj oa O
cast-bound traing is shitly descending on hoth main tracks,
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Fagct cabin, which contains lcvers for opcrating siganals at
the junction, is 1001+fﬁ south of and opposite thc junction switch
whilc thec sw1tcn stand is on the rorth uldb of the track, At a

point 220 fcct west of the junction gwiteh ¢ passing-trock svitch
lcads off the 0ld wain line and then the passing track perallels
the cut-off on the north for a distrnce of 4,563 fcct; the stand
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at the cast passing-track switch is loccted on the north side of
the old mein line, Both of thegc switches are equipped with lamps
locatcd 9% fect above the rails; they are of the hand-throw type

A derail located on the old mein linc is pipe-conncctcd with uﬂ6
junction switch; a dcrail also i1s located on the nassiag track butv
there is nonc on the cut-off, Whon in normal nosition thc junc-
tion switch is lined for the cut-off; it is haandled by the opcer-
ator,

On thc south zide of cach main track there i‘ located A
l-nrm, 3-position, train-order ond meonucl-block ci-ncl governing
east-bound trains approaching vhe juncibion; aight indications are
red, ycllow, and grcen, Thoese sigaals are 12 fect south of their

wpcctlvo trﬂcks aud ave 29 fect in heighty the onc on the old
mair line is 449 Tect wost of the junction switch, whilc the once
on the cut-off is 4L5 Tcet west of the junction switch, The
sirmals at this point are opercted Ly a A=lever mochanic~l muchine
in the cabin, and are bolt-lockcd in such o arnner s to ncke 1t
impossible for the opcrator to clecr moire than onc ciganl ab o
time or to clcar any sicual uiiless the routc 1t governs is propcr-
1y lincd,

With the route lincd for the movement of on eqgt-bound train
off thc old rain line, as was the case in thig inun-nce, oogreen
indication is displayed by the btlock signal Ouvcruing anvements
From that track and o red indication by the signal on the cut-off,
while a green indication is dicplayed by the uw1t01 lomm ot the
passing track switceh and o red indication is splayved Ly the switeh
lamp at thc junction switch,

The time-teble speed limid for pascengcl troing bebweon
Columbus and Gulion is 70 miles r hour, unlcsc osuerwisce rustrict-
cd, and it is rcstricted to 25 miles per hour when (ntering or
leaving the old min liue at Pabct.

The weather was clear ot the time of thu accident, which

occurrcd aboat 4:35 a.m,
Deserintion

‘Train No, 28, cn co- t—bound mail trein, conoﬁstcd of 2 CXprcss
cars, 4 storage -mall com 1 reilwey koot—w"ﬂ ce CA 1 bogooge .
and express-car, and 1 dgy couach, in thc ordcr unwmicd, nauled by
engine 6479, ”nd wog in charsgce of Conductor O'Brio: cnd hngincman
Prister, All of thce cars werc of steel construction, with the
exception of the first cor, wvhich was of stecl-undoerrrame construc-
tion, This train Jeft Columpus nt 3,30 c.n., cccording to the
train sheet, 1 hour and 10 ninutes late, catered umon the ola main
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line at Joncs at 4:14 a.m., eund procceded co Delawore a closed
officc at that time, After departiag Trom that poinl Train No, 28
rceccived a procecd indication at the signal on the old main line
at Paget and was moving thrcuch the juuctlon switch ot o speed
ostimntcd to have bcen about 25 milces per hour whon the rcar cnd
of the cighth car and the front end of the last car swere struck

on thiir right sides by Train No., 42,

Train No. 42, on east-bound pesscnger train, congisted of
1. baggage and cxpress car, 3 conohos nd 6 Pullwon siceping cars,
hauled by cngincs 6538 and 6535, and % in charge of Conductor
Doyle and Engincmen Ncvman and ahrlg, . All of thc ccrs werc of
stecl construction with the cxception oi thoe first our, which was
of stcel-undcerfraiac construction, Tals-train lelt Columbus at
4306 a.m,, cccording to the train shoet, 41 ciautes lotc, passed
Jones at 4131 ~.w., 35 minuves lete, procceded directly to Pegct
via the cut-off, pﬁ*ucd the blocls SlT“”l governlag that track,
which was dlspl wwing a stop iudicetion, and struclh tac side of
Train Me., 28 whilce traveling ot a spoud estinctod to have hHeen
between 50 and 70 milcs per hour.

The last car of Train No, 28 was broken loosc f“qm its train
end derailcd to the aorth stopping on its sidce prr~1lel with the
track and cast of thce cebin locavicua; the zost of the trein re-
mein=d intact aad on the rnils with the exerption of the reor
truclz ¢f the noxt to the last chr, which crric oun [rom under that
car, while the drawbaxr was pulled out cf the frout cnd of the
third car. Both cngines nd the Tirst Tour cars in Troin No, 42
were dorciled; the cagines ana thelr tonders stopred on thelr
rignt sides to thce south of end pnrailel with thc ftrack, the front
cend of the leeod engince being apouroximatcely 500 seot censt of the
point of impact; the first throee cors "ierce ceross the trocl: at
verious angles, practically upright, vhile the fourth car stopped
on its right bldC oppocite the 1- c.u;: »f the cabin, which was
cdemolishced, The employecs killed wore the cagiaenien ol the first
cnginc and the erginernan and firewan of the scecond enine »of
Train No., 42, while the cmplcyecs injurcd wore the firzcmen of
the first olblac of tliat train ard the coucductor ond brakenon of
Train No, 2¢&.

Swmary of cvidence

Mcmbcre of the crow of Traln o, 28 were not cware of anythin
wrong until the accident occurria. Datincenan Pfister ond Fircman
McArthur staetcd that the rcute ves linced for the movenceat of their
train and that the block sipnel ond switch lemps ~rerc dluhLﬂylﬂg
the propor indications, When uno““obhlng Pﬁ'et the an116ﬂ m had
lookecd acrouss torard the cut-off track oad from the directicn of
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Jones ho saw the reflcccion from the headlight of Train Ho, 42

in the distance., 0n nearﬁng the Dlock gi mnel he closed the

threttle, fig urlng that Train No, 42 might bc pcrmitted to pass

first, but the Tireman called "prcen binck" and then the cnginc- .
man repeated it and began to work svoam, his troin being tophcﬂ

soncn afterwards as o resuit of the brakes b“lM” applicd in cmer-

geney when the accident occurred., Engineman Pfistoer also said

that when moving eastward on the cut-off he would v»ick un the
indication of thc¢ block sigral, after which it vould disnbpcor

and then become visiblc agpein, and it was neccsuary Lo Lcop lcok
ing at it., Firemaa licArthur, who estim~ted the oHoct of his Lfﬁln
to nave boen about 25 mileg per hour ot the time of the cccldent,
soid that when rcking o movement via the cut-off it was not p\onl-
blc to confuse thc 5w1tc1 lamp indicctions with u“( block-gizacl
indicrtion nor hod he cver had ary difflculily in »icking up the
latter iadlcaticn.,

Conductor C!'Bricn and Br-kermon Yoilmnn werc in ube reor car,
the brokenan told the conductor that Trodin Mo, 4R was approaching
in tle distocacce but neitiicr of them peid any particuler attension
to that tr-~in and thc conductor ¢id not personally sce it. The
cceldent occurrcd shoertlv afterverds, just os the couduct.r stuod
up to go hack to tae rear vestihul“, vhere the bi-kenen wos Loyeoted,
Ecch of them sald that the ogglncu of Tecin 8o, 42 were werking
steam, and the brokemen snid he did 2ot sec any Lirce $lying fron
the wheels of chot trein.

Pilrcman B?”rput of the lced caivine of Troln s, 42 stated
that immedio tely of ,ur nrzsin~ Juncs the speed of s tr-in was
betwecen 60 and 70 nilces 2er hour ond on Looking cersss the c2b

he saw IEngineman Nowian tura on the cab light, lcok it his wateh
twice and then turn £ the light, Collovig vhieh ole cajincarn
leaﬂed toward the left, apparcnlly o 1.0l ot the sbonm nue witer
g s, ana thoen stn athtcncd up and sat in his usul position

¢s uhtuoﬂ meointaining o lockout ahocad. Appronching Pooct the
fircman ~lonced ccress a Uicld towerd thce 013 rain Jivce o saw
the lighted cars In Train Ne., 28 but aid ot say awyh?lz) to the
cneinerian about it as he thouelt vosgibly it veould be s3toponel and
thnt his own train would be permittbed to proccced ~wad of it,
From his pesition on the cutsicde of the curve he o uld ant sco

the signel indicatblinn HLHQAAJVQ for bis train, but cs it aporooch-
cd the junction he n tic.d that Tr.in Jo, 286 was 55111 n ving ond
hal reached a polat voore ho thuuﬁﬁt it wee nacgein~ the blaock
signal governing its m~v;r(ﬂ+. Dcineann Ne men od nos
the indiceation of the siorel rovepqing tle cubt-off ~nd Fi
Barrctt cot orf his scnt box, jumpct ncross tue cab to the casire-
man's sidc, lcaned out of the gide wialow, bobhinc tlce engircennn,

at wh 1ch tine the onpinciinn was stl11 sitting crect, aaa saw thoe
siznal disploving o red indicaticn and olse cncthew red light which

-3
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apparently was the switch lamp at tlhc juaction svitch., Fircemnan
Barrett said he shoutcd several tines to lils engpinenan, who scened
. to be consciocus and app-rently applicd the brakes, put by the time
he heard the first scund of the exhnust tlic fircnan rceeched cut
and struck the brake-valve handle, kgacking it into thc emcrgency
positiocn, and then crossed back and 2ot on his own scat box just
in tine to sec the rcer cors of Train Mo, 28 Jircetly in front
of his engine, inmmediatcly follcewing which the accident sccurred;
up to the time that he lcancd out of the wi-dow bihind the engiue-
man he had uot heard any exhauvst from the breke velve and there
was nothing to indicate that the ongineicn o the zecond congince
cut in the air and applicd the brelies, He did .t !lmow whcther
stearn had been shut off or 2 lignt throttle was boing worked,
Fircpan Boarrett, who was meking his Tirst trin wich Euginocien
Nevman, said he had not ucticed anytidag wroies wich the cngincnan
prinr to the accildenty he hod called signal iadicaticons whilc cn
route, which the eaginennn acknowledred by raising his hnd, ond
the engine whistle was sounded for all hirhway grade crossings
except the last one, located just east or Jones, while the last
tine the engineuacn spoke was before recching Jenes, It further
appeared from Firenan Barrett's stotemeats that the red indication
displayed by the block signal ot Pacet showed o zood brlght color
and he thoughtv there was no reason why it could nou h-ve been seen
from the englueraon's side for a considerr-ble dist-uce before he
crossed over and looked out VYehind the enginwiang; therce was nothing
about the condition of the cngine to distract attetion from
maintaining a proper loolkout ahead, end althouch siile was trail-
ing down from left to richt ~nd probably interfcrred with the view
of the enginenan on the sccond engine, he did not think it intoer-
fered very quch with the vicw of the lend euginen:n and »t the
time he looked ahead from thot side the view wos unobstructed,
Both of the cngines had come in on the train from Cincinncti,
and Fireman Barrett said he did nst ¥Xasw 1f the broles wore Sested
after he and Ingincmen Newmaan took charece ot Colwihus, but »Tter
lcaving Colunbus tue eninerinn made on ~oplication, 1z niles from
the depot, which was heuvy cuough to constitute o runaing tusty
this was the only time the brekes were applicd, The headlight
on his engine was burning brightliy,

Conductor Doylc, of Treain No, 42, stated that the air brokes
were tested at Columbus and worked properly, but h. 4id not have
any conversation with any neuaber of the engine crare,  Approaching

aget he was in the third coar and he cstinotced the speed to have
been about 50 miles per hour, saying that the first he knew of
anything wrong was an fceling the nir brrkes hiing avplicd in
crnierseney a very short time orior to tlic accident, and he thought
the spced was rcduced sonewhat boefore the ilapret ccurrcd. Breke-
man Stephens also was in the third car while Po~grpeman Heobn wes

\J(r =
in the second car; Brokenan Stephens £olt the cpplication of the
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brakes and thought it was a heavy service application, just prior

to the accident, while the baggageneon thought therc were two
anplications, the first for the purpose of slowing down for Paget

and the second an cmergency application. Flagman Liegel estimated.
the speed to have been about 65 or 70 miles rer hour at the time

of the accidcent; he also sald that at Colusbus he had talkcd with
Ingincnan Newman, and he also wag prescnt with Bngincnan Syringer

in the operator's office at that point, and he thought both cnglue-~
men appeared nornal in covery respect,

Car Inspcctors Jenkins, Cook and Crognale tested the air
brakes on Troin No. AR after soac switchinge had been done at
Columbus and Car Inspccior cenkins notiflcd the cuglne crew of

che lecad cnrine that the brukes werc all ri-Lt.

Operator Bazzlc, at Paget, stetcd that aboutl 4:27 or 4:28 a.nm,
he telenhoncd the aispatcher and informcd him that Troain No, 28
was approaching and tnc dispatcher told him to 2llow it to procced.
Ile went outside and opcncd the junction svitch for the movoiwcnt
of Train Wo. 28 and then roeturned and displaved o procccd indica-
tion on thc block signal governing its movenent, The signal
governing cuest-bound novements from the cut-off was then in stop
nosition and had bcen In that position since hc cruic on dutyr, which
was at 11 p.m. As Train No, 28 wac pascing thc tovrer hc was outside
cxchaaging the usual signals vwith the crcow and o w Troln No, 42
approacliing at such a rotc of speed tiict Mo trou-it it tvould uot
gt stopped, cnd on realizing that aa cecidoent yos incvitable he
ot out of the wav just beforc the ilahwct occurred,

Dispatecher Davis saild he told the operacor at Colunbus to
tell the cuginenn of Train Mo, A2 that he would ne sSorped ot
Peget for Train Mo, 28 cnd would ot a Fermm 51 orsccer 2l that point
covering a mect ith an ovposing troin, His reason for alloving
Troin No., 25 to go ahend was the fact tras Lt vnala canhle that
train to makce up somc time end yet not prevent Troin Ho. 42 from
rcaching Cleveland on timc.

Opcrator Coopcrridcer, on duby abt Colunbus, said he reccived
instructions fron the dispaetcher thoo Traln To, 42 mi-ht be
stoppcd for Train No., 2&. Both o the cucineren ot Toviin No. 42
came into his officc for their ordecrs, Dagincnman cvman leaving
thce office with his copics of the orders before o clearnnce had
bcen given, ILnrinenan Springer, of tac sccond ctifine, reecived
the ordcrs and c¢lso a clcecarance, ond vos told by Cperator Cooper- ’
ridcr that hic might be stopped Foi Train Do, 28 oad iP so then

he¢ would rcceive on ordcer ahout -weting au opposire troaing Opcerat-

or Cooperrider did not rmenber thet Le told Toad ~cunn Springer
wherc he might bo stoppced,
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Signal Supervicor Joak arrived ¢t the scence of the accident
about 33 hours aftcr 1ts occurrcnce, His cxemination of tlic
interlocking pnlent ard signal npparLtus involved disclosco that
the pipe conncctions were damaged and broken and thet the wost-
bound block sigucl hed been knocled dovm, The red roundel in the
cast-bound signal governing the novernent ot Train To, 42, which
signal was in the stop Dosltloﬂ, hod been broken end piccec ot the
cglass had fallen out cn the grourd but the sisunl roveraing the
moverient of Train Wo. 28 still wes dlsplayvings a nrocnod inaicotlion,

Signal Engincer Stoliz made statcuwents simll-r to thouse of
Supcrvisor Moak ccucirning conditions os oy e=isted after the
accident, and scid thot thc red vrouadcel undozobelly wes broken
as a result or the occident, when the pipce concctinng roccived a
scvere blow,

A tecst made from a freizht cngine moving coalvard on the
cut-off diuscloscd thet bthe rod indication of she o st-hound dlock
gignal Povgrdlng wvaments of € the cut-orf OJ 1¢ first bhe geen
from the cngincmen's side of the cb Ter o distnree of 4,480 Tect,

According to the troin shect, Trrin No.o 42 hod cossumed 11
minutcs in traoveliag the dd staacc ol 12.6 miles from Worsiungtor
te Jones, an average speed of 68,73 niles per hovr, ernd tihore wos
ncetning in the cvidence Ho indlcate tlet “the snoerd wag reduced
after passing Joncs until Lhc biales were epplicé 2 Tev 3cconds
belore the cceident occurred,

Conclusions
This accident vas ceouscd by the fellure of L-olacman Newma

of Traln No, A2, properly bto obacrve and ubLT the scop ladicavion
of the tro Jn order nd manucl-bleck sicarl ~t Pocet,

I_L

Fircvman Barrctt, of the leed coocine of Tra n» o, 42, wos the
only surviving mcmder of the two cagiue ercus on this troing he
had scen Trein Ne, 28 =woving via tlc ¢ld nedn lince and thoacht
it might be stoppcd in ordcr to cllow hl— owai btroin to oo chead
of 1t, but when it hed reoched o point where nic $h-azht 1t s
pasulng the siymel roveruins the _‘V\hCle from the vld mein line
he crogscd over to thic encinerwnt's gide ond on leokiugc cub of
tac side windot from behuind bhe LASineIn e sow tant tho bloclk
simal goveralng the noveient of ulg own trein wos in the stop
position, with ¢ red iadicition disnleyed ot the svitch, showing
that it was linecd for thoe rovenent of Teain Mo, 28, Up to this
irie he had not notlccd anythling wrong with Zacioc.mn Neimon
oxocpt tliet he had net- xﬂLQtlLM For ome grede crongiugg the
eagincann had, Lowever, turned on ble cobh 1lsht ond locked atb his
woteh, and also had looked o6 the *nwter o0ud shoom pouges after
passing Joncs, o stetion only 3 mﬂlk from the poinay, of accildent.
Hc had uot, however, tolen any acticen tourrd steppiags his train

‘
iu
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for the signal at Paget, although sitting on his seat box in

normal position, and after seeinz the 1ndication of the signal
Fireman Barrett shouted to the en-ineman thac the block was red; .
apparently Enginenan Nevman then started to nalke cn application

of the brakes but Fireman Barrett, alfter shouting %o him several
times reached around and knocked ilhe brake-valve handle into
emergency position, a few seconds hefore the accident occurred,
Instructions had been issued, but not recelved by bLinglneman Newman

to the effect that his train probrbly would be stopped at Paget

by Train No, 284 his failure to rcceive thesce inscructions, however,
did not relievc him of the duly of chscrving signal iudications

and of operating his train in accordance thercwith, anc tke firc-
man's statements indicate that the reeson he rfailcd to do so was
because he was not fully conscious of his surrounlings as his
train approachcd Paget., The naturc of his difficully was not
ascertainecd. ZEngineman Nowman was 62 years of age and had becen
in enginc scrvice more than ALO0 ycars, over 30 years of which had
been as engincman; he was an experienced man over this portion of
the road and was last examined on thc rules in Vay, 1934, and was
last examined physically in Junc of the some year,

No statcment can be mede es Ho wiay Erngincnen Sorin cr on the
sccond cngine failcd to cut in his broke valve and apply the
brakes when it became apparcnt that Enginenan Nowiien wes not gcoing
to stop the train, but the stateniemts of the rirauwan of the lead-
ing cnginc would indicatc that s:wle wras troiling down on the
right side and 1t is probablc that E.iinuwan Sprincer did not sec
the signal indications affccting thic movement of his tr-in,

Resnectfully submitted,
W. J. PATTERI0N

Dircctor.



